
 
Press Release 
 

Ajyal Youth Film Festival to host a rich showcase of 
international ‘Special Screenings’ 

 
• Programming to support ‘Education Above All Foundation’  
• Special ‘Qatar Year of Culture Cinema Showcase’ to commemorate Qatar’s official ongoing 

relations 
 

Doha, Qatar; November 11, 2013: Doha Film Institute is set to showcase an extensive  line-up of films 
under the ‘Special Screenings’ segment at the inaugural Ajyal Youth Film Festival, to be held at The 
Cultural Village Katara, from November 26 to 30, 2013. 
 
Featuring a trove of films from Brazil, Canada, France, Mexico, Palestine, Qatar, Spain, UK, and USA, the 
‘Special Screenings’ segment will also host the screening of Pascal Plisson’s On the Way to School 
(2013), in collaboration with the  Education Above All Foundation (EAA) in support of its Educate A Child 
programme. Founded and chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza Bint Nasser, EAA is a foundation 
committed to bringing opportunities to poor and marginalized children, youth and women in the 
developing world.   
 
A highlight of the ‘Special Screenings’ segment is the ‘Qatar Year of Culture Cinema Showcase’, marking 
the collaborative efforts of the Doha Film Institute with the British Council and Qatar Museums 
Authority, in celebrating the power of classic and contemporary films from the British canon. The 
screening from the UK will be followed by a film from Brazil, commemorating Qatar’s ongoing official 
relations with Brazil.  
 
Fatma Al Remaihi, Festival Director, Ajyal Youth Film Festival, said: “The ‘Special Screenings’ showcase at 
Ajyal Youth Film Festival is the Doha Film Institute’s salute to classic and contemporary cinema, and its 
role in bridging cultures. Featuring narratives from the West and insights from the East, this dedicated 
line-up of films is guaranteed to broaden the horizons of every moviegoer.” 
 
Through 2013, the Doha Film Institute partnered with the British Council and Qatar Museum’s Authority 
to present monthly screenings. These celebrations will culminate with a special screening of British 
director Arthur Landon’s Side by Side (2013). When their grandmother falls ill, Lauren and her younger 
brother, Harvey, must keep their wits about them in order to avoid being split up and sent into foster 
care. Their search for their long-lost grandfather shows them that, in spite of all their differences, when 
they are side by side they are strong enough to deal with anything.  
 
The film will be preceded by the screening of Carioca Soul (2002) by Brazilian filmmaker William Côgo, 
symbolising the handover of Qatar’s ongoing official relations with Brazil and the start of a new 
celebration for 2014. The film is a powerful portrayal of a young boy who sees the emergence of choro 
music in Rio de Janeiro, a style that came to represent social and racial diversity in Brazil. 
 
Nitin Sawhney and Roger Hill’s Palestine and USA film, Flying Paper (2013), is an uplifting documentary 
on children in Gaza, who are on a quest to scoop the Guinness World Record for the most kites ever 



 
flown, showcasing the creative resilience of a group of young Palestinians who make and fly their kites, 
despite the difficulties of their everyday surroundings. 
 
On the Way to School (2013), a co-production between France and Mexico, by Pascal Plisson follows 
four students – Jackson, Zahira, Samuel, and Carlito, from Morocco, Kenya, India, and Argentina, 
respectively, the film relays their confrontation with dangerous obstacles. From enormous distances 
over treacherous territory, snakes, elephants, and even bandits, to their journey to the classroom, the 
film depicts how the four of them leave their childhood behind by embarking on an adventure scattered 
with challenges.  
 
A Shout from Within (2013)  by Jan Xavier Pacle from Qatar, captures the lives of eight students from 
the Filipino community in Qatar, all from different backgrounds, each with their own personal struggles 
to overcome, in a narrative underscoring acceptance and reconciliation. 
 
Canadian filmmaker Eric Tessier’s The Pee-Wee 3D: The Winter That Changed My Life (2012), conveys 
the determination and dedication of 12-year-old Janaeu, to make it to the pee-wee hockey team in a 
hockey-obsessed community in Quebec.  
 
Voiced by an all-star cast, Manuel Sicilia’s Spanish film, Justin and the Knights of Valour (2013), is a 
charming animated 3D adventure for all ages, in the vein of beloved classic sagas and fairytales.  
 
Tickets for the ‘Special Screenings’ are available at the Box Office of the Ajyal Youth Film Festival, in The 
Cultural Village Katara and City Centre. For more details on the programme, please visit: 
http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/filmfestival.  
 
The Ajyal Youth Film Festival builds on the Doha Film Institute's history of community-based 
programming. Ajyal invites generations to come together to discuss cinema through events that inspire 
creative interaction, opening up a fun, collaborative environment where young people can express 
themselves. 

-ENDS- 
 
Sponsor Recognition: 
Doha Film Institute would like to thank all its partners for their generous support of the 2013 Ajyal Youth Film 
Festival: 
‘Cultural Partner’ The Cultural Village Katara and ‘Principal Partner’ Occidental Petroleum of Qatar Limited. 
Contributing Sponsors: ‘Official Electronics Partner’ Fifty One East and Sony, ‘Official Hotel Partners’ 
InterContinental Doha and The St. Regis Doha, and Northwestern University in Qatar.  
Friends of the Festival: ‘Official Bank Partner’ al khaliji, ‘Official Hair Stylist’ Franck Provost, ‘Official Festival 
Partner’ Giffoni, ‘Official Make-Up Sponsor’ M.A.C Cosmetics, ‘Official Water Sponsor’ Rayyan Mineral Water, 
Dolby Laboratories, Education Above All foundation and Gulf Film.  
Media Partners: ‘Gold Media Sponsors’ Al Rayyan Productions, Qatar Television, and QF Radio. ‘Silver Media 
Sponsors’ International New York Times, I Love Qatar, Qatar Happening, Screen International, Time Out Doha and 
T Qatar – New York Times style magazine Qatar Edition. 
 
About the Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation established in 2010. It organically 
supports the growth of the local film community by enhancing industry knowledge, cultivating film appreciation 
and contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. 
 

http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/filmfestival


 
Doha Film Institute’s platforms include funding and production of local, regional and international films, 
educational programmes, film screenings, the Ajyal Youth Film Festival and the Qumra Doha Film Festival. With 
culture, community, education and entertainment at its foundation, the Doha Film Institute serves as an all-
encompassing film hub in Doha, as well as a resource for the region and the rest of the world. 
 
Doha Film Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based 
economy. 
 
Doha Film Institute 
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 
  
Ajyal Youth Film Festival 
Twitter: @Ajyalfilm; Instagram: @AjyalFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/ajyalfilm 
  
For more information on the Doha Film Institute, please contact: 
Majid Wasi     Ajay Teli 
Doha Film Institute    Doha Film Institute 
Tel: 00974 33247800    Tel: 00974 55406634 
mwasi@dohafilminstitute.com    ateli@dohafilminstitute.com  
 
Kelly Home / Nivine William / Divya Khanna 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller; +9714 4507 600 
Kelly.home@bm.com / Nivine.william@bm.com / Divya.khanna@bm.com  
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