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Ajyal Film Festival

Ajyal Film Festival 2018 announces exciting new and
returning public and private sector partners

e Returning Principal Partner Ooredoo to present Made in Qatar programme

e New Strategic Partner Novo Cinemas to host all public screenings at the Pearl Qatar

e Katara Cultural Village to host the Festival from November 28 to December 3

e New and returning partners highlight their confidence in Ajyal’s role in fostering the
country’s emerging film scene

Doha, Qatar; November 21, 2018: Ajyal Film Festival, the annual celebration of film by the Doha Film
Institute returns to Katara Cultural Village for its 6™ edition from November 28 to December 3. The
unique cultural event continues to garner positive support from leading public and private sector
entities, underlining the nation’s spirit of partnership and teamwork for one of the most awaited
events in Qatar’s cultural calendar.

Katara Cultural Village remains the home of the festival, while Principal Partner Ooredoo will present
the ‘Made in Qatar’ programme — the highly popular segment of the festival highlighting the work of
Qatari directors and filmmakers based in the country that stand out for brilliant narratives and
storylines. Novo Cinemas comes on board this year as Strategic Partner to host all public screenings
of the award-winning films at the Pearl Qatar, allowing even more people to share in the power of
cinema.

“The success of Ajyal Film Festival is made possible by the unwavering support of our partners, who
enable us to host a one-of-a-kind event that is a source of pride to our nation,” said Fatma Hassan
Alremaihi, Festival Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Doha Film Institute.

She added: “Ajyal is a major event on the country’s cultural calendar that contributes to the tourism,
retail and hospitality sectors of the nation. In partnership with leading entities in Qatar, we highlight
Doha as a destination for world-class events. Their support has been and continues to be invaluable
in allowing us to create enriching experiences for our festival-goers, underlining the joint efforts with
Doha Film Institute to support the development of the country’s film and creative industries.”

Talking about the event, Manar Khalifa Al Muraikhi, Director of PR and Corporate Communications,
Ooredoo Qatar, said: “As a leading Qatari company, we’re delighted to support the Ajyal Film
Festival for the second year in a row. This event plays a major role in inspiring the next generation
and offers an extraordinary experience to anyone attending. As Principal Partner, we will be
presenting the “Made in Qatar” segment, highlighting the fantastic work of our national, home-
based directors and filmmakers.”

Made in Qatar presented by Ooredoo, will spotlight 16 short films, both narrative and
documentaries, by Qatari directors and Qatar-based filmmakers, highlighting the diversity of creative
talent in Qatar and also underlining the remarkable growth of the country’s film sector.
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The films will vie for the Made in Qatar Awards, chosen by a jury that includes Turkish Actress Tuba
Unsal, Dr. Amal Mohammed Al Malki, Founding Dean of the College of Humanities and Social
Sciences at Hamad Bin Khalifa University and Irish filmmaker Collin Mclvor.

Alongside Made in Qatar, Ajyal will feature public screenings of films, interactive discussions,
workshops, red carpets, and an array of community-focused events that appeal to all members of
the family, all taking place at Katara Cultural Village. At the heart of the event are the Ajyal Jurors,
aged 8 to 21, who will watch, evaluate and decide the winners of the Ajyal Competition.

The General Manager of the Cultural Village Foundation - Katara, H.E. Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim Al-
Sulaiti said: “The Ajyal Film Festival format has proven to be a highly successful cultural showcase for
local and world cinema, and a nurturing environment to promote upcoming local talent. Katara is
very supportive of this highly popular event, which brings film, art, culture and generations of people
together in a celebration of community.”

Ajyal 2018 is expanding its public screenings beyond Katara to include screenings at Novo Cinemas in
the Pearl, allowing for more audiences to experience the power of cinema through local and
international stories of courage, resilience and hope.

ELAN Group Chief Operating Officer — Entertainment, Ahmed Al Mulla, stated: “We are honoured to
contribute to the annual Ajyal Film Festival as a partner for the sixth consecutive year. Novo Cinemas
plays an integral role in uniting communities around Qatar through a shared passion for cinema, and
we hope to further unite Qatar’'s communities by amplifying important cultural initiatives, like Ajyal,
across our platforms. We are thrilled to showcase the contributions from this year’s festival at our
Novo Cinemas location in The Pearl as we continue to support Qatar’s dynamic, expressive youth
and the nation’s emerging film scene.”

Tickets for Ajyal Film Festival screenings are priced QR25 for general screening. Tickets are available
for purchase 24 hours a day at http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/filmfestival/ticketinformation, or
in-person at Ajyal FNAC Ticket Outlets (located at Doha Festival City and Lagoona Mall) or from the
Ajyal Katara Main Box Office in Katara Building 12.

-ENDS-
Note to Editors:

About Doha Film Institute:

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local
film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and
production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings;
the Ajyal Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its
foundation, the Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-
based economy.

About Ajyal Film Festival:


http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/filmfestival/ticketinformation
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Ajyal Film Festival is an annual celebration of film designed to nurture young minds and support the
development of mindful global citizens and thoughtful future leaders in a creative and educational environment.
‘Ajyal’, Arabic for ‘generations’, brings people of all ages together through screenings and events that inspire
creative interaction and stimulate cinematic dialogue. Through its’ jury programme, youth between the ages of
8 and 21 are given an opportunity to watch, analyse and discuss global cinema and culture, developing self-
confidence, independent critical thinking skills, self-expression, and an appreciation of cinema. 6th Ajyal Film
Festival takes place from the 28th of November to the 3rd of December.

Doha Film Institute
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute



