
 

International talents share insights on film and their power 
to connect generations at Ajyal Film Festival  

  

• Naziha Arebi, director of Freedom Fields, Ajyal’s Opening Night film, says the story 
highlights the power of team sport as a tool for reconciliation  

 
Doha, Qatar; November 29, 2018: International filmmakers attending the sixth Ajyal Film Festival, the 
annual cinema event presented by the Doha Film Institute, highlighted the power of cinema to connect 
generations, underlining the theme of Ajyal, ‘A Voice for Generations.’  
 
At a press briefing, Naziha Arebi, the director of Ajyal’s Opening Gala, Freedom Fields (Libya, UK, 
Netherlands, USA, Qatar, Lebanon, Canada/2018), said making the film taught her many things, most 
importantly that “we have more strength and power [within us] than we realise to continue even 
when everything is bad.” 
 
Nominated for the Best Documentary Award at the Stockholm Film Festival 2018, Freedom Fields 
follows three women and their efforts to build a football team in post-revolution Libya. Naziha said 
that as the film progresses you realise that “it is no longer about playing football but about how the 
women use sport for reconciliation and trauma relief. Football becomes a vehicle, a metaphor and 
space to discuss the stories of the women. With no other vehicle would I have been able to access so 
many powerful women from so many different parts of the society.” 
 
She said the film connects to global audiences because it depicts “the power of community, the power 
we have as a team [in] supporting each other. When we accept our differences, and collaborate, 
maybe we can make a better world.” 
 
Naziha says the women protagonists of the film inspire everyone. “These women are all different. 
They had problems and adversities; yet they worked together and end up giving something to the next 
generation. To me, that is a beautiful thing and we can all be inspired by that.” 
 
She said the starting point of the film’s idea was rather simple. “But when I spent more time, writing 
and rewriting, I realised there is something more beautiful, rich and complex [to the story]. It is not 
just about women playing football in some exotic place; that narrative has been done before. I wanted 
to do something different, and do something to honour the spirit of these women. They are strong, 
beautiful, and the way they work together, despite all differences, is very powerful.” 
 
Naziha did not go by a bound-script for the film. “I like to write what I would like to happen and also 
what is actually happening. And then when I go into the field, I throw everything out of the window 
and go by my gut. It is important to be adaptable, to change and bend because if you try and force 
something, it doesn’t work. And also, reality is far more interesting than what you imagine in your 
head. But I also had a vision of what I wanted.” 
 
She said the title of the film was there from the beginning. “I don’t know how, it just came. It 
represents the space where they [the protagonists] can be themselves. It is also a metaphor about 
creating spaces where we can be ourselves.”  



 

 
On her film cited as being on ‘women empowerment,’ Naziha said she personally dislikes the word 
‘empowerment’ because “it implies the others don’t have power in the first place. All have power, 
nobody gives you that. I did not give anyone strength [while making the film]; nobody gave them [the 
protagonists] any strength. They had it in them. And I believe that sport is a great tool to discover it 
[one’s inner strength].” 
 
The screening of Freedom Fields at Ajyal also complemented the vision of the Supreme Committee for 
Qatar 2022 to deliver the first-ever FIFA World Cup™ in the Middle East, and coincided with the 
symbolic handover year of the World Cup from Russia to Qatar. 
 
Also at Ajyal were Engin Altan Duzyatan, the star of the smashing Turkish series Ertuğrul; Yusuf 
Esenkal, the producer of the superhit Turkish series Sultan Abdul Hamid; Bulent Inal, the main actor 
of the same series, and Turkish actor Cavit Cetin Guner. 
 
Engin expressed his admiration of the festival, saying: “I’m delighted to be part of the impressive Ajyal 
Film Festival, with incredible efforts made to create such a strong cultural identity.” He expressed his 
happiness in playing the main role of the widely successful historical drama Ertuğrul despite the 
difficulties while shooting the series which covers different historical eras. He added that he is willing 
to be part of an Arabic series if the script is really impressive. 
 
Bulent said he is delighted to be in Qatar and at Ajyal. He spoke about the series and how they 
combined historical facts with cinematic drama to create a splendid piece of work, as it represents 
real historical facts. He said he is honoured to play the role of such a great historical leader of Turkey. 
He said he doesn’t mind playing a role in dramas such as his previous series Lost Years which gained 
the love and admiration of the Arab world but only after finishing the shoot of Sultan Abdul Hamid. 
 
Cavit said he is attending Ajyal for the second time and expressed his admiration for the festival and 
its organisation. He spoke about his career and his role in Ertuğrul, and about the extensive training 
camps they had to create to simulate the closest image of the historical eras. 
 
2018 Ajyal Film Festival’s Official Partners include: Katara Cultural Village – Cultural Partner; Ooredoo 
– Principal Partner; Novo Cinemas – Strategic Partner and St. Regis Doha – Signature Sponsor. 
 

-ENDS- 
Note to Editors: 
 
About Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local 
film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the 
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and 
production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; 
the Ajyal Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the 
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. 
 
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 
 
About Ajyal Film Festival: 



 

Ajyal Film Festival is an annual celebration of film designed to nurture young minds and support the 
development of mindful global citizens and thoughtful future leaders in a creative and educational environment. 
‘Ajyal’, Arabic for ‘generations’, brings people of all ages together through screenings and events that inspire 
creative interaction and stimulate cinematic dialogue. Through its’ jury programme, youth between the ages of 
8 and 21 are given an opportunity to watch, analyse and discuss global cinema and culture, developing self-
confidence, independent critical thinking skills, self-expression, and an appreciation of cinema. 6th Ajyal Film 
Festival takes place from the 28th of November to the 3rd of December.  
 
Twitter: @Ajyalfilm; Instagram: @ajyalfilm, #ajyal18 
 

 
 
 


